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CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY FOR SEPTEMBER 


The Blessing of Suffering 


God loves His people when He strikes them as well as when He 
strokes them. To get the true tone out of his harp, the harpist strikes a 
chord with a sharp, quick blow. Then he bends intently over it to catch 
the first note that rises. If it is false or harsh, he strains the chord with 
the thumb screw. Though it seems ready to snap with tension, he strikes 
it again and again, till the first true tone trembles upward. Loving us 
more than any harpist loves his harp, God plucks the heart strings with 
some despair or suffering. Then He bends over, and listens, and hearing 
only a cacophonous murmur, He tenderly strikes again, and again, and 
anxiously waits for that melodious strain that makes us sing as sweet 
as the Saviour, “Not my Will, but Thine be done.” Submission to the 
divine will is the softest pillow on which to recline. 


—RIcHARD G. DUNWoopDy, 
God Blessed Me With a Heart Attack, Zondervan. 





Some people consider the doctrine of 
Predestination dark and difficult. Not 
so Mrs. Sylvia McDaniel of the Cen- 
treville, Ala., church, whose illuminat- 
ing article appears on p. 5. You will 
want to be sure and read it. 





Have you heard about the film, 
“Question Seven”? Probably not, un- 
less you have been reading the papers 
very closely. Produced in Germany by 
the Louis de Rochemont Associates, 
who also produced “Martin Luther,” 
the film is of such quality that it was 
the only movie to win more than one 
major award at the International Film 
Festival in Berlin. West Germany’s 
Film Evaluation Center has called it 
“delicate and tasteful without accus- 
ing pathos, handling convincingly an 
extremely delicate subject with re- 
straint and sensitivity.” The film has to 
do with the experiences of a Lutheran 
minister and his son in Communist East 
Germany. It is a moving anti-Com- 
munist documentary. We wonder 
whether we will see any Councils of 
Churches praising it—as they condem- 
ned “Operation Abolition.” 





Just for the record, let it be men- 
tioned that Pope John XXIII has just 
issued an Encyclical (a “letter” bear- 
ing full infallible authority) on social 
questions in which he gave tacit ap- 
proval to Socialism: “Socialization has 
brought many advantages. ... We 
consider that socialization can and 
ought to be realized in such a way as 
to draw from it the advantages con- 
tained therein. . . . So long as sociali- 
zation confines its activities within the 
limits of the moral order . . . it helps 
to promote in (human beings) the ex- 
pression and development of truly per- 
sonal characteristics.” We can definite- 
ly expect Roman Catholic interest in 
Federal support of welfare programs 
to pick up. 





What kind of ministers are modern 
seminaries turning out? Perturbed by 
the outspoken opinions of Bishop James 
Pike, Redbook magazine sent out a 
team to interview seminary students 
across the country. For the shocking 
results of the survey, by all means get 
hold of an August Redbook. 
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INEWS OF RELIGION 








BRAZIL — Despite threats from 
small groups of students motivated by 
Communist leaders, the Agnes Ers- 
kine school, a girl’s mission school of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, contin- 
ued its classes here without interrup- 
tion during a recent student strike in 
Recife. 


The Presbyterian Seminary of the 
North, also at Recife, continued its 
classes undisturbed. 


The city and especially its schools 
were under the protection of soldiers 
of the federal government during the 
crisis. Several Communist leaders 
were arrested. 


Classes were disrupted for a short 
time in two other schools on the same 
street as the Agnes Erskine — the 
American Baptist School and Vera 
Cruz, a Roman Catholic school. But 
except for the stoning of one high 
school building in the city no build- 
ings were damaged. 





JAPAN — An American missionary 
has been named to head a subcommit- 
tee of the National Christian Council 
of Japan. 


The Rev. James A. McAlpine, sec- 
ond generation Presbyterian U.S. 
Japan missionary, will be in charge 
of the television work of AVACO, the 
Council’s audio-visual aids committee. 
He is the only non-Japanese to be 
named to an AVACO chairmanship, 
though misionaries hold other elective 
offices in the committee. 


Mr. McAlpine, based in Nagoya, 
serves as head of the Presbyterian 
U.S. Japan Mission’s radio work, pro- 
ducing a weekly program, “The Hour 
to Christ,” which is beamed over sta- 
tions in Nagoya, Kobe and Kochi to a 
potential audience of some 15 million. 


—Educational Department 
Board of World Missions. 





Catholic Leadership for ‘Reunion’ Asked 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Leadership 
in the quest for Church reunion “must 
more and more fall upon the should- 
ers of the great Catholic majority in 
Christendom,” it was asserted here by 
the American Church Union, Inc. 


The ACU, the Anglo-Catholic wing 
within the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, set forth its views on merger 
schemes in a 6,000-word editorial des- 
cribed as a “Catholic Manifesto on 
Unity,” appearing in the July issue of 
its quarterly theological review. 


“The moment has now come when 
Catholic leadership is indispensable, if 
the great final steps are to be taken,” 
it said. “It cannot be that the sins 
which keep us apart will finally tri- 
umph over the will and purpose of the 
Holy Ghost to bring us together.” 


Specifically mentioned in the state- 
ment were several unity plans being 
developed, including the Blake-Pike 
proposal for a four-way merger of 
Churches in the U.S. 


The statement described the pro- 
posals as “diplomatically negotiated 
schemes, in which one theological 
concession is neatly swapped for 
another, and every face is saved ex- 
cept the face of God’s truth,” as 
“schemes which resemble nothing 
so much as complicated treaties of 
artfully contrived projects for unit- 
ing men on the basis of their own 
agreement with each other, even if 
it is only an agreement to disagree.” 


The manifesto dealt at length with 
the controversial question of apostolic 





Se 


Death Penalty Retained 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (RNS) — The 
House of Representatives here de- 
feated legislation to abolish capital 
punishment in Pennsylvania by a vote 
of 173 to 32. Since the beginning of 
the year, the death penalty issue has 
caused renewed controversy in the 
state. Most Protestant groups advo- 
cated the abolition of capital punish- 
ment, while Roman Catholic circles 
generally favored retaining the death 
penalty. 
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succession, noting that various reunion 
proposals have sought to find a place 
for the episcopacy (i.e. bishops) that 
would “satisfy Anglican scruple with- 
out violating the consciences of those 
who approach union from a non-epis- 
copal background.” 


It said the impression has been given 
“too often that the episcopate is only 
a desirable form of human and earth- 
ly Church polity rather than 
something absolutely essential to the 
Church’s theological structure.” 


(Editor’s note: As we see it, there’s 
a difference between a valid concern 
for purity of testimony and the con- 
tention that one belongs to the only 
real Church in Christendom.) 





Red Warnings Ignored 
As Germans Hold Rally 


BERLIN (RNS) — Great numbers 
of East German Protestants, defying 
Communist warnings, poured into West 
Berlin to join tens of thousands of 
their West German co-religionists at 
services in five churches marking the 
opening of the Evangelical Church 
Day Congress (DEKT). 


Preachers at the services included 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hannover, and Bishop 
Ernst Hornig of Goertlitz, East Germ- 
any. The only Soviet Zone prelate at- 
tending the congress, Bishop Hornig 
had declared earlier that his partici- 
pation was “no demonstration.” He 
said he just did not want to cancel a 
service he had promised to hold. 


East German authorities had tried to 
prevent the use of Berlin for the huge 
rally of German Protestants, and the 
U.S. State Department charged that 
the regime sought to split the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKID) 
into two parts, East and West. Both 
the East and West Berlin churches 
were jammed to capacity long be- 
fore the services began. Huge crowds 
gathered meanwhile in adjacent streets 
and squares to join in the prayers. 




























































































































































































































































































































































‘Conversation Lost,’ 
So the Church Dances 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. (RNS) — 
A Dixieland jazz combo, a modern 
dance group from the University of 
New Mexico and a folk singer took 
part in a unique vesper service at 
First Presbyterian church here. The 
service, entitled “Worship in Con- 
temporary Expression,” was conceiv- 
ed by the Rev. William O. Evans, 
minister of youth for the church. De- 
signed to attract a youthful audience, 
it drew worshippers of all ages who 
filled the 1,500-seat church to capac- 
ity. 


According to church officials, it was 
probably the first time a jazz band had 
ever played in the sanctuary of a 
church here as part of a worship serv- 
ice. It was also the first time that a 
barefooted, swaying dance group per- 
formed in the aisles of an Albuquer- 
que church. 


A number of church board mem- 
bers agreed that the service was in 
good taste and presented a worthy 
message. The band played jazz ver- 
sions of “The Saints Come Marching 
In,” “Shall We Gather at the River?” 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” and a 
series of Negro spirituals. The dance 
troupe performed a Jewish dance to 
stress, as Mr. Evans described it, “our 
Hebrew heritage and the brotherhood 
of man.” 


Mr. Evans said the service was an 
experiment to find forms of expres- 
sion meaningful to young people. “I 
am afraid that the church has lost its 
conversation with youth.” 


(Editor’s note — If the church has 
“lost its conversation with youth” it 
is not because it has not heretofore 
danced for them. It is because it has 
too often compromised the Gospel .. . 
as here.) 





Churches Are Barred 
From Use of Schools 


(Department of Utter Confusion) 


MADISON, Wis. (RNS) — Wiscon- 
sin Attorney General John Reynolds 
has ruled unconstitutional a bill be- 
fore the State Assembly that would 
permit church congregations to use 
public school facilities for services 
while their churches are under con- 
struction. 

Mr. 


Reynolds said the measure 


would be unconstitutional under U.S. 
and Wisconsin laws. Use of public 
buildings for religious services is 
contrary to the First Amendment, he 
said, and a Wisconsin Supreme Court 
decision ruled that the public cannot 
be compelled to support any place of 
worship. 





Church Says Baptisms 
By Nuns Unauthorized 


TORRE PELLICE, Italy (RNS) — 
La Luce, official publication of the 
Italian Waldensian Church, has charg- 
ed that nuns in Italian hospitals bap- 
tize infants into the Catholic Church 
without parental approval. In a front 
page article, entitled “Beware of Clan- 
destine Baptisms in Hospitals,” the 
organ said it had received several re- 
ports of such incidents when “nuns in 
hospitals of different localities have re- 
peatedly baptized with great speed, 
newly-born (infants) without having 
received explicit authorization from 
parents.” 


In other instances, citing a Turin 
hospital, the paper claimed that Sis- 
ters assigned to maternity departments 
request the parents of unbaptized in- 
fants to produce a certificate from the 
Catholic church in which the babies 
are expected to be baptized before the 
mothers and infants are allowed to 
leave. 


“This practice is an open violation 

. of the Constitution,” La Luce 

complained. It urged members of the 

Waldensian Church immediately to in- 

form authorities about such baptisms 
or related hospital practices. 


(Editor’s note: We have personally 
observed similar practices in the U.S.) 





Plan Graham Portrait 


NEW YORK (RNS) — A 60-min- 
ute TV portrait of evangelist Billy 
Graham is planned for the 1961-62 
season by the National Broadcasting 
Company. The study of Dr. Graham 
will be one of many to be made of 
important personalities for the pro- 
gram, “The World Of.. .” 


NBC has filmed Dr. Graham’s re- 
cent appearance in Manchester, Eng- 
land, in preparing the televised re- 
port. The program will show the 
famed preacher in his travels and at 
his headquarters in Minneapolis. 


Preachers Are Warned 
Against ‘Distortions’ 


LAKE JUNALUSKA N. C. (RNs) 
— Methodist Bishop Donald H. Tip. 
pett of San Francisco asserted her 
that the distortion of truth is not ¢eop. 
fined “to Madison Avenue,’ but has 
been found “in ministers’ reports anj 
on occasions has been heard in thei 
sermons.” He made the charge in , 
speech before a five-day southeastern 
Methodist ministers conference, adyis. 
ing pastors to make sure of their facts 
and to guard against the use of yp. 
verified sources. 


“One of the most pernicious jj 
that a minister must constantly stand 
against is the deliberate distortion of 
truth,” said Bishop Tippett. “In this 
country,” he declared, “perhaps the 
worst offenders of using language a; 
an instrument of misunderstanding 
are the writers of advertising copy. 
Their studied use of mendacious words 
is appalling.” 


At a Methodist writers seminar, 
connected with the ministers confer. 
ence, Dr. Ralph Stoody, national di- 
rector of the Church’s Commission on 
Public Relations and Methodist Infor- 
mation, urged pastors to be natural 
when they meet members of the press. 


“‘Newspapermen are hard to im- 
press,”’ he said. “They meet important 
persons daily. It’s easier than you 
think to be labeled a ‘stuffed shirt.’” 
Dr. Stoody advised those attending the 
seminar to be “open, frank, natural, 
and friendly when you come in con- 
tact with the press.” 


“The minister who is ready for a 
visiting reporter at the appointed time, 
who has his data in hand, who has put } 
the important facts in writing, and 
who shows that he understands the | 
time element involved in publishing a 
newspaper has done more than a fa 
vor for the newsman,” Dr. Stoody as- 
serted. “He has served the interests of 
the Church and himself as well.” 





Gets Evangelism Post 


NEW YORK—Charles S. Ecker, Jr. 
an active United Presbyterian layman 
of Williamsport, Pa., has been named 
Eastern area administrator for the 
UPUSA Division of Evangelism. From 
his office in New York he is to guide 
the denomination’s evangelism pr0- 
gram from Maine to Florida. He has 
been a ruling elder since 1953. 
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A laywoman expresses her understanding of Predestination— 





Unconditional Election 


(Editor’s note — This contribution 
by a private member of a Presbyterian 
Church disproves the commonly re- 
ceived dictum that Predestination is 
for the professionals. Mrs. McDaniel, 
who has been a Presbyterian since 
1944, leads the Westminster Fellow- 
ship group in the Centreville, Ala., 
church.) 


This year the Women of the Church 
have been studying the Presbyterian 
doctrines, of which Unconditional 
Election is one; and I think perhaps 
the most difficult doctrine to accept. 
I know it was the hardest one for me 
to acknowledge. Many Presbyterians 
cannot embrace Unconditional Elec- 
tion for many different reasons. As 
for me, I rejected it through intellec- 
tual snobbery. But after I knew and 
came to believe in Election, I saw just 
how really ignorant I had been. Who 
was I to boast that I could choose on 
my own to do or not to do the will of 
God? Has a mortal ever lived who 
could alter God’s will? If God wills 
something, that thing is going to hap- 
pen! Knowing that God does elect and 
choose His own brings with it a deep 
sense of humility, a jolting revelation 
of the majesty and power of God, and 
a feeling of total security. 


Unconditional Election in its rela- 
tion to free will is one of the most 
difficult doctrines in all theology, and 
I should like to quote John Calvin’s 
warning on undue speculation and 
curiosity in dealing with it: 


The discussion of Predestination— 
a subject ef itself rather intricate 
—is made very perplexed, and there- 
fore dangerous, by human curiosity, 
which no barriers can restrain from 
wandering into forbidden  laby- 
rinths, and from soaring beyond 
its sphere, as if to leave none of 





MRS. SYLVIA MCDANIEL 


the Divine secrets unscrutinized or 
unexplained. 


Our main object is not to explain 
these truths; we are only under obli- 
gation to state what God has revealed 
in his Word and to vindicate these 
statements, as far as possible. All we 
can know is what God has seen fit to 
reveal to us, and we must accept as 
true the revelation of God, although 
we may not be able to sound its 
depths with our finite minds. In the 
Psalms we read “Thy judgments are a 
great deep”; and Paul tells us, “For 
now we see through a glass darkly; 
but then face to face. Now I know 
in part, but then shall I know even 
as I am known” (I Cor. 13:12). We 
are clearly told that we will not un- 
derstand everything; but as Christians 
we are secure in our belief that God 
has revealed to us all that is neces- 
sary for our redemption. 


FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


Unconditional Election is a two- 
sided coin; one-side shiny and glorious 
the other, grim and dark. Because of 
the dark side of the coin, it is im- 
portant to cite Scriptural proof that 
many will be saved. Rev. 7:9,10 — “I 
saw and behold, a great multitude, 
which no man can number out of 
every nation and of all tribes and peo- 
ples and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, arrayed 
in white robes and palms in their 
hands, and they cried with a great 
voice, saying, ‘Salvation unto our God 
who sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb’.” Gen. 13:16 — “I will 
make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth; so that if a man can number 
the dust of the earth then may thy 
seed also be numbered.” In Gen. 22:17 
God also tells Abraham that He will 
multiply Abraham’s seed as the stars 
of the heaven. In the New Testa- 
ment, Gal. 3:7,29, we are told, “Know 
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therefore, that they that are of faith, 
the same are sons of Abraham”; and 
again, “If ye are Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the 
promise.” Of course, we all know that 
the descendants of Abraham in the 
Church are those who believe, and 
God himself has said that they will be 
as numerous as the dust and the stars; 
and that their number will be so great 
no man can count them. I quote these 
passages because many people, when 
they come face-to-face with Election, 
reject it because of its unpleasant 


side. But there are exceeding and 
precious promises associated with 
Election. 


The Scriptures are mainly concern- 
ed with the redemption, or salvation, 
of man; therefore, Election is the 
very heart of the Reformed Faith. 
The Reformed Faith has held consis- 
tently to an eternal divine decree 
which separates the human race into 
two portions, ordaining one to ever- 
lasting life and the other to ever- 
lasting death. This belief has been 
difficult for many to accept. The 
doubters find it unreasonable that of 
the common mass of mankind some 
are predestined to salvation, and 
others, to destruction. But those of 
us who believe in the Sovereignty of 
God, the Infallibility of the Bible, the 
doctrine of Original Sin, the doctrine 
of Total Inability, and Salvation by 
Grace, must accept Unconditional 
Election: all these fundamental doc- 
trines stand or fall together. 


Nor are we lacking in Scriptural 
proof. The first place a Christian 
should look is, of course, the Bible; 
and Election is explicitly mentioned 
more than thirty times in both Testa- 
ments. In Ephesians 1:4, 5 we read: 
“He chose us in Him before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blemish before Him 
in love, having predestined us unto 





ca abitet Sheet REED SPIE PEE 
ener e reer rrr errr 


eee 
woe ecess ens sede cnet cs nee 


- - 
> -- 
-  o9eeeee 


Mp8 eee 


seer 
wane 


292.990 


rer 


eee e err 


seeeeneeees 











































































































































































































































































































adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 
unto Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will.” Here in two 
verses is expressed the doctrine of 
Election. The Scriptures represent 
Election as occurring in past time, 
irrespective of personal merit, and 
altogether sovereign. 


In Rom. 9:11, 12 we read concern- 
ing Isaac and Ishmael: “The children 
being not yet born, neither having 
done anything good or bad, that the 
purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works, but of Him 
that calleth, it was said to her ‘The 
elder shall serve the younger.’ Even 
as it is written, ‘Jacob, I loved, but 
Esau I hated’.”” We are pointed illus- 
tratively to the sovereign acceptance 
of Isaac and the rejection of Ishmael; 
and to the choice of Jacob, not of 
Esau, before their births and, there- 
fore, before either had done good or 
bad. 


We are explicitly told that in the 
matter of salvation it is not of him 
that wills, but of God that shows mercy 
and that He has mercy on whom He 
will; and whom He will He hardens. 
In Rom. 9, we are pointedly directed 
to behold in God the potter who makes 
the vessels which proceed from His 
hand according to His purpose, that 
He may work His will upon them. In 
John 15:16 Jesus Himself declared to 
His disciples “Ye did not choose me, 
but I chose you, that ye should go and 
bear fruit.” 


OTHER SIGNS OF ELECTION 


Apart from this Election of indi- 
viduals to life, there has been an 
Election of peoples. Throughout the 
Old Testament it is repeatedly stated 
that the Jews were a chosen people. 
Deut. 7:7,8 reads, “Jehovah did not set 
His love upon you nor choose you be- 
cause ye were more in number than 
any other people, for ye were the few- 
est of all peoples; but because Jeho- 
vah loveth you.” Here we see that 
Israel was chosen above all the peo- 
ples of the earth, not because of any 
merit on the part of Israel, but 
through the divine choice of God. 
When Paul was forbidden by the Holy 
Spirit to preach the Gospel in Asia 
and was given the vision of a man 
in Europe calling across the waters, 
“Come over into Macedonia and help 
us’, one section of the world was at 
that time sovereignly excluded from, 
and another section was sovereignly 
given, the privileges of the Gospel. 
Europe and America were blessed 
with being chosen, and the Orient was 


left in darkness for a season. Why 
was this so? We can assign no reason 
except the will of God. 


A third form of Election taught in 
the Bible is that of individuals to the 
ordinary benefits of general or com- 
mon grace — such as hearing and 
reading the Gospel, associating with 
the people of God, and sharing the 
benefits of the civilization which has 
arisen where the Gospel has gone. No 
one ever had the chance to say at 
what particular time in the world’s 
history or in what country he would 
be born, whether he would be a mem- 
ber of one race or another. One child 
is born to wealth, health, and honor, 
in a favored land, in a Christian home, 
and grows up with all the blessings 
which attend the Gospel. Another is 
born in poverty and dishonor, of sin- 
ful and dissipated parents, and desti- 
tute of Christian influences. All of 
these things can be explained only 
under the Sovereignty of God. Surely 
no one could insist that the favored 
child has any personal merit which 
could supply grounds for the differ- 
ence. All differences are due to God’s 
overruling providence, not to human 
choice. 


There is also a fourth Election — 
that of individuals to certain voca- 
tions — the gifts of special talents 
which fit one to be a statesman, an- 
other to be a doctor or lawyer or 
farmer — gifts of personal beauty, 
intelligence, ete. 


In all four forms of Election God 
gives to some and withholds from 
others. If we are highly favored, we 
can only be thankful; if not highly 
favored, we have no complaints. Why 
precisely this one or that one is placed 
in circumstances leading to saving 
faith, while others are not, is indeed 
a mystery. But Paul helps us when 
we are tempted to rebel against this 
thought. In Rom. 9 he says “Nay but 
O Man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to Him that formed it, ‘Why hast 
thou made me thus?’ Or hath the 
potter the right over the clay, from 
the same lump to make one part a 
vessel unto honor and another unto 
dishonor?” Paul does not drag God 
from His throne and set Him before 
our human reason to be questioned 
and examined. If we knew the total 
mind or workings of God, we would 
be His equal. Even though we can not 
fathom all the mysteries of God, we 
do know that the Judge of all the 
earth will do right and that when we 
attain to perfect knowledge, we shall 


see that He has sufficient reasons for 
all His acts. 


It is clear that if we admit the 
divine inspiration of the Bible, if we 
admit that the writings of the proph. 
ets and apostles were breathed by the 
Spirit of God and are thus infallible, 
then what we find in the Bible will be 
sufficient. Therefore, on the irrefy. 
table testimony of the Scripture, we 
must acknowledge Election, or Pre. 
destination, to be an established truth 
and one which we must accept if we 
are to possess the full counsel of God, 


FREE WILL 


And now for that enigma — Free 
Will. Some of the commentators 
brush it aside with no attempt to ex. 
plain it, and, truly, it is not an easy 
topic. It seems to me that it must be 
understood against the background of 
three doctrines: The Sovereignty of 
God, Original Sin, and Total Inability, 
We are taught that God is sovereign 
in creation, in control of the world, 
and in redemption. If these are true, 
then God rules man, not man rules 
God. If God is sovereign in the world, 
then man’s actions are somehow and 
to some extent controlled by God. If 
God is sovereign in redemption, then 
man cannot redeem himself, only God 
can. If you accept Original Sin, then 
you accept the fact that the guilt of 
Adam’s sin is imputed to us; and we 
are, therefore, by nature sinful. If you 
accept Total Inability, then you ac- 
cept that man being of a sinful nature, 
cannot of his own volition turn to God, 
but must have God’s grace and the 
Holy Spirit to regenerate him. This, 
on the surface, seems to mean that 
we are mere machines in the hand of 
God, but this is not necessarily so. 
The same God who has ordained all 
events has ordained human liberty in 
the midst of these events. Paradoxi- 
cal, yes, but in a manner explainable. 


Man is a free agent; he can do as 
he chooses. This, too, is Scriptural. 
Let us take Mr. X, who has not re 
ceived the Holy Spirit. What kind of 
choices will he make? He, as all men, 
will make choices consistent with his 
nature. If Mr. X is unregenerated, he 
will make sinful choices, but because 
he wants to. Now let’s look at Mr. Y, 
who has received the gifts of grace 
and the Holy Spirit. He, just as did 
Mr. X, will choose in accordance with 
his nature; but his sinful nature has 
been changed, and he makes the right 
choices, again because he wants to. 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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No. 8 in a series of sermons on “Last Things’— 


Will The Dead 
Literally Be Raised? 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not precede them which 
are asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first; then we 
which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord 
(I Thessalonians 4:14-17). 


These are tremendous words. Can 
you even to a tiny degree see the pic- 
ture by the eye of your imagination? 
The sky is suddenly burst open. The 
world is arrested by a mighty shout. 
A ringing trumpet blast sounds and 
sounds again. The glorious Christ, 
like lightning, flashes into the view of 
mankind. From their graves in the 
earth and in the sea the bodies of His 
saints start up in the perfection of the 
resurrection and rise to meet the re- 
turning Christ. Living believers es- 
cape death, the last enemy, and are 
changed in the twinkling of an eye to 
join the uncountable hosts converging 
on the long awaited Redeemer-King. 
History has come to climax and the 
conclusion, which is the last judgment, 
will quickly follow. 


An integral part of the presentation 
made by Paul in this passage is that 
the dead will rise. Will they indeed? 
So Christians have always professed 
to believe. Every Sunday when they 
recite the Apostles’ Creed in the serv- 
ice they declare: "“I believe in the resur- 
rection of the body.” They know that 
this ancient confession rests upon doz- 


ens of passages of Scripture. I Corin- 
thian’s 15 for example, is called the 
resurrection chapter: 


“But some man will say, How are 
the dead raised up? and with what 
body do they come? Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not 
that body that shall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat, or of some 
other grain; but God giveth it a body 
as it hath pleased him, and to every 
seed its own body . . . So also is the 
resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
in corruption; it is raised in incorrup- 
tion; it is sown in dishonor; it is rais- 
ed in glory; it is sown in weakness; it 
is raised in power. It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, and there is 
a spiritual body. And so it is written, 
The first man Adam was made a liv- 
ing soul; the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit . . . Now this I say, 
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption. 
Behold, I shew you a mystery. We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump; for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal must put on immortality” (35-53). 


In the Thessalonians and the Corin- 
thians passages the emphasis is upon 
the resurrection of the redeemed dead. 
Their’s is a resurrection of life. For 
the wicked there waits a resurrection 
of judgment. Jesus said, “Marvel not 
at this; for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his (the Son of man’s) voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and 


they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation” (John 5: 
28,29). So then it is a general resur- 
rection in two closely consecutive 
stages. 


The Larger Catechism summarizes 
this promise as follows: “We are to 
believe that at the last day, there shall 
be a general resurrection of the dead, 
both the just and unjust; when they 
that are then found alive shall in a 
moment be changed; and the self-same 
bodies of the dead which are laid in 
the grave, being then again united to 
their souls forever, shall be raised up 
by the power of Christ. The bodies of 
the just, by the Spirit of Christ, and 
by virtue of his resurrection as their 
head, shall be raised in power, spirit- 
ual, and incorruptible, and made like 
to his glorious body; and the bodies of 
the wicked shall be raised up in dis- 
honor by him as an offended judge” 
(Question 87). Immediately after the 
resurrection shall follow the general 
and final judgment of angels and men, 
the day and hour whereof no man 
knoweth, that all may watch and pray, 
and be ever ready for the coming of 
the Lord” (Question 88). 


This, then, is the teaching of Scrip- 
ture and creed. Let us address our- 
selves to some of the issues that are 
involved. 


THE NATURE OF THE RESURREC- 
TION 


The big problem in nearly every 
Christian’s mind is the nature of the 
resurrection body. Will it be the same? 
This is not a greater problem today 
than in Paul’s day. For the first-cen- 
tury believer was fully aware of de- 
cay. He understood just as well as we 
do that man is dust and to dust re- 
turns. It is true that we know a great 
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deal more about the processes at work 
in our bodies. It was once thought that 
the body renews itself in every part 
within a period of seven years. Now 
it is calculated that this occurs much 
quicker, in perhaps a year. But this 
does not answer the question. All 
along it has been plain that our iden- 
tity is not tied to specific molecules 
and atoms. They knew long ago as 
well as today that a child in spite of 
very great bodily changes is the same 
person when grown to maturity. In- 
dividuality persists throughout the 
stages of bodily growth and of aging. 
This individuality will re-appear in the 
resurrection body, despite the dissolu- 
tion of the original body in fire or in 
water or in absorption back into the 
earth. How will this be? 


Identity in the resurrection is not, 
then, a matter of the same atoms. It 
would necessarily seem to be a matter 
of form. The resurrection, therefore, 
will bring forth from the tomb of the 
earth a physical form which the glori- 
fied spirit will inhabit or pervade. Each 
of us will be identifiable; the mirror 
will show us to our eyes as those per- 
sons we were in the days of our mor- 
tality. 


But then we shall transcend or be 
superior to the limitations that before 
encompassed us. Paul’s description of 
the resurrection body comes again to 
mind: incorruption, glory, power, im- 
mortality. The resurrection appear- 
ances of Christ suggest how we should 
understand the apostle. It was the 
same Christ, but there were differences. 
His was now a body of glory, capable 
even of the stupendous levitation which 
was the ascension. What a magnifi- 
cent prospect this holds forth to us. 
The whole man was involved in sin’s 
ruin. The whole man, spirit and body, 
blessed by redemption and not only re- 
covered from ruin but invested with 
marvelous powers! Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s epitaph said it quaintly: “a vol- 
ume badly worn and tattered but one 
day to come forth in a new edition 
much improved by its Author.” 


Yes, these are provocative ideas. 
Questions still clamor for answers, I 
know. The best place to find the an- 
swers is the resurrection chapter. You 
will be increasingly amazed. Here is 
a man in the first century anticipating 
biology by 1800 years: all flesh is not 
the same flesh; there is a difference 
between the flesh of men and of beasts 
and of fish and of birds. So it should 
be conceivable that still another kind 
of body God will make appear, the 


body of the resurrection. Again, it is 
like sowing. The grain put in the 
earth is not the same form as the plant 
that springs from it. So it should be 
conceivable that the body of the resur- 
rection will be greater and more won- 
derful than that which was sown in 
death. The famous passage becomes 
more helpful still when the apostle 
draws a distinction between mortality 
and immortality by speaking of mor- 
tality as life in a natural body and 
immortality as life in a spiritual body. 


We wish Paul had opened the sub- 
ject more fully. Exactly what is a 
spiritual body as distinguished from a 
natural body? The best we can appar- 
ently say is that the resurrection body 
will be peculiarly adapted to the spirit- 
ual world. It is not a body of flesh and 
blood. Now, the blood is the life of a 
man. Then, the spirit will be the life 
of a man. Fuller explanations we do 
not have. But sickness and death, sin 
and moral weakness will not belong 
any more in the Christian’s experience, 
this we are plainly told. 


WHY THE RESURRECTION? 


Perhaps someone now asks, Why is 
the body raised up at all? Why is the 
future life not just a thing of the soul? 
Isn’t heaven enough? These questions 
are not specifically answered in Scrip- 
ture. The likeliest line of thought, it 
seems to me, is to recall that God crea- 
ted man spiritual-physical, soul-body. 
In that state we sinned. In that state 
the Redeemer wrought our ransoming 
by giving Himself spirit and body as 
a sacrifice for us. He bought out of 
slavery to sin not just the soul but 
the whole man. The object of God’s 
love and grace and saving power is 
the whole man. First the soul is sav- 
ed, and at death it is made perfect in 
holiness to know in heaven without re- 
straint the delights that God has pre- 
pared for His own people. The divine 
purpose for the body will be made 
known at the resurrection when it is 
raised in glory and man is complete 
again. 


Paul appears to be thinking in these 
terms in Romans 8:18-23. He offers 
comfort for those in suffering by prom- 
ising them surpassing glory. The full- 
ness of it will not be known until crea- 
tion itself is delivered from the curse 
under which it groans. Man longs for 
deliverance also: “And not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 


body.” Deliverance includes the body, 
In a great act of adoption God will ac. 
complish the redemption of the human 
body. This will be the legacy of the 
sons of God in glory. 


DISBELIEF IN THE RESURREC. 
TION 


There have always been those who 
denied the resurrection. In our Lord’s 
time there were the Sadducees, who 
denied angels, spirit, and resurrection, 
Contending with the Lord Jesus on this 
matter, they thought to reduce the is- 
sue to an absurdity with their question 
about the woman who married in turn 
seven brothers. Whose wife shall she 
be in the resurrection, they asked, for 
they all had her? 


The reply of Christ is of timeless 
value. For we still have the skeptic. 
He still thinks that if he can make a 
religious idea look ridiculous he has 
disposed of us who believe. Jesus dealt 
with His skeptic by pointing out that 
the man was in error because he did 
not know the Scriptures nor the power 
of God. Our Lord then referred to 
Moses at the burning bush and how 
God had said to him, “I am the God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob.” 
Jesus drew the inference that this 
form of language shows the three pa- 
triarchs to be still alive, for God is still 
their God. If they are alive, as to their 
souls there will certainly be a resur- 
rection of their bodies. 


And our Lord added an item of in- 
formation about the resurrection state, 
that then men will neither marry nor 
give in marriage but be like the angels. 
That the dead will rise our Lord guar- 
anteed and answered the carping 
questioner by referring to the power 
of God as equal to all the problems in- 
volved. Omnipotence and omniscience 
will see to it! 


Who knows when these things shall 
occur? Remote though they may seem 
to us, they certainly at least make us 
take into account the power of God. 
I am thinking of the present evidence 
of His power in the resurrection of 
souls that are dead in sin. I have seen 
Him do this. Through the years I have 
seen Him enter into lives confused, 
radically disorganized by disobedience 
to the commandments, frustrated, en- 
slaved by vices, discouraged and beat- 
en. I have seen Him give them peace 
and purpose and self-acceptance and 
usefulness in Christian service. The 
Gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
vation in this day also. The God of 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 2) 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in store doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 


the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
ee tSore 
Gone, 5 . & 

. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
th ae Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, 8S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
ws b 

. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
aan Department Store 
so 8. C. 

. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
pod nae Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Mgr.-Prop. 

Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, 8S. C. 

. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
ee - Inn, S. C. 

. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
a coms Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a s. 
. Gettys, Mgr. -Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
ego N. C. 

McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
ania + . 7 om Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, 3 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Delp Stmome © Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a Ark. 
Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
hio 


Athens, 
Joe Kelley, Mgr-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
———- Co. 


arthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr-Prop. 
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DITORIALS 


Mass Evangelism- A Plea 


Evangelism is the primary mission 
of the Church. It is the proclamation 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
end that men may come to know Him 
as Saviour from sin, acknowledge Him 
as Lord of life, and serve Him in the 
fellowship of His Church. 


The message of evangelism is that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures; and that he was bur- 
ied, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures. There 
is more, but without this basic “Good 
News” there is nothing to build more 
on, 


The methods of evangelism are many. 
Anything honored and used of God to 
bring men to a saving knowledge of 
Christ is an acceptable method. Nor 
should those called and qualified in one 
method of witness look with disfavor 
on those gifted by God in some other 
method. 


Andrew was a “hook and line” fish- 
erman. In the scenes recorded of his 
life we see him bringing men one by 
one to Christ. But among the apostles 
there were others who were “net fish- 
ermen:” men who under the power of 
the Holy Spirit brought multitudes to 
Christ. 


Today we see God using the same 
methods. Following Andrew, there is 
the mother leading her child to Christ; 
the Sunday school teacher bringing a 
pupil to accept the Saviour. An indi- 
vidual Christian is used to win a 
friend, an associate in business, a 
stranger, to the Lord. 


Personal evangelism is the privilege 
and duty of every Christian and it is 
often through the prayers and efforts 
of an individual that some soul is 
brought to faith in the Redeemer. 
This person may, in turn, become a 
great soul winner. Some years ago the 
writer met a man in London who said 
he was a spiritual great, great, great 
grandfather. Only the year before he 
had been converted. In the subsequent 
months he had led a person to Christ 
and that person had won another and 
that convert had won yet another. 


Visitation evangelism is also a valid 
and fruitful method. 


Then, there is pulpit evangelism, the 
proclamation of the Word from week 
to week so that the hearers are instruc- 
ted in the Word and come into a liv- 
ing relationship with the Saviour. 


There is also literary evangelism. 
Luke, Paul, John and Peter were early 
Christian leaders who preached Christ 
through letters and _ dissertations. 
There are many today who through 
the written Word are used to win 
souls and strengthen faith. 





And there is mass evangelism. This 
method of soul winning is not uni- 
versally popular in our gwn Chureh, 
In a recent publication the following 
appeared: 


In the American tradition evan. 
gelism has often been carried on 
outside the church. It has been car. 
ried on outside of church buildings 
—in camp meetings, in tents with 
sawdust trails, in Madison Square 
Garden. It is a football stadium or 
a civic auditorium that many Amer. 
icans remember as the scene of their 
greatest transaction with God, the 
public acceptance of Christ as Say. 
ior. More seriously, evangelism has 
been carried on outside the church's 
organization and program, outside 
of the church’s life. The better 
evangelists urged their converts to 
“join the church of their choice.” 
But this was an afterthought, an 
optional sequel. The main step had 


(Cont. on p. 11, col. 2) 


These Presbytery Executives 


We seem to be entering a second 
phase in the development of the idea 
of official denominational and presby- 
tery “executive” officers. This phase 
promises to produce a healthy reac- 
tion, not to the good points of the sys- 
tem, but to the bad points which have 
occasionally become identified with it. 


It is only since World War II that 
the Presbyterian Church has become 
bureaucratic and hierarchical. The 
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After we find out which department, 
then we go upstairs to find out which 
office he’s in. 


present state of affairs has largely 
come about through no fault of any- 
one. The principle of increased eff- 
ciency through the creation of new 
departments to handle the business of 
the Church and secretaries to execute 
the affairs of the departments is a 
good one, but one which obviously has 
no practical limits short of total 
bureaucracy, unless someone puts on 
the brakes. So long as the principle 
holds true, there will always be rea- 
son to suppose that if the Church has 
an interest in this or that field, then 
an office should be set up and a secre- 
tary hired to administer it. 


It is bad enough, of course, when 
the principle gets out of hand at the 
denominational level, as it gives 
promise to do. Then you have divi- 
sions and departments covering every 
conceivable activity, from family life 
to prison preaching. But the matter 
really gets out of hand when presby- 
teries begin to apply the principle at 
their level of activity. 


We know one presbytery in the 
General Assembly (and it isn’t the 
largest presbytery at all) which 
authorizes four (4) executives in its 
manual of operations: (1) an Execv- 
tive Secretary, (2) a Secretary for 
Church Extension, (3) a Secretary for 
Christian Education, (4) a Secretary 
for Camps and Conferences. Total pos- 
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sible expense: somewhere in the neigh- 
porhood of $50,000. This, of course, is 
carrying a good thing to an utterly 
ridiculous extreme. 


As we said at the beginning, how- 
ever, the attitude of the Church seems 
to be taking a turn for the better in 
this matter. We have before us a re- 
port of a presbytery meeting in which 
someone had the courage to challenge 
the system. He carried the day, too. His 
presbytery has not yet adjusted the 
bureaucracy of its own house, but it 
is at least talking about it. 





‘Go On! Grow Up!’ 


We pity the man who is satisfied to 
be where he is and never pushes ahead. 
We recognize that the beginning of any 
endeavor or profession should lead on 
to a growth in knowledge and skill. 
We quickly would agree that a man 
is not a finished carpenter when he 
learns to drive a nail and that a 
plumber is not prepared for his work 
when he has learned how to thread a 
pipe. 


And yet, nearly all of us are satis- 
fied with only the first step in religious 
experience. We begin the Christian 
program and then stop right there at 
the beginning. We are saved and then 
we sit down. We do our Bible reading 
in the Gospels, but never turn to Ro- 
mans, Hebrews or II Peter. Most of us 
don’t even know what the faith of our 
own Church really is! Such words as 
“redemption”, “justification”, “sancti- 
fication”, are pure greek to us, though 
they are used dozens of times in the 
New Testament. 


It is vital that we take the first step. 
It is equally vital that we “. . . hence- 
forth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine,” but that we “grow 
up unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ!’ Any Christian 
content to be where he is, is to be 
pitied. 





Christ is the Prince of Peace, but He 
is not a pacifist. On earth He was not 
a co-existor, a compromiser or appeas- 
er.—NICHOLAS NYARADI. 





When a Church becomes spiritually 
ill the first symptoms appear in be- 
nevolence giving — and the first of 
benevolences to suffer is Missions. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





A PLEA (FROM P. 10) 


been taken. Salvation was complete. 
The d step ld be postponed 
or maybe never taken at all. The 
church was only the repository of 
souls saved outside of it. 





We are increasingly realizing 
that this has been a serious Amer- 
ican heresy. Evangelism must be 
carried on in the church by the 
church. And the transaction that 
sets us in Christ must set us in the 
body of believers. Christ presents 
himself to men in His body, the 
church, weak and human as it is. 
We accept Him there or we do not 
really accept Him. 


In the first place the above is only 
a caricature of true mass evangelism. 
In the second place it is a denial of 
the reality of conversions by this 
method blessed of God. In the third 
place it fails to take into account the 
unreached mass of humanity, untouch- 
ed by churches; who are neither at- 
tracted to their doors nor reached with 
their testimony. 


It is not the buildings of the church 
which sanctify the message of salva- 
tion, nor is it the confines of the body 
of believers which hallow the witness. 


It happened that the very week the 
above disparagment of mass evangel- 
ism was called to the writer’s attention 
he came in contact with four individ- 
uals, all of them won to Christ by 
means of what is referred to as “a 
serious American heresy,” and all of 
them vitally active in our own Church, 
one as a pastor, a second as an officer, 
and two as appointees to the mission 
field. 


To reject mass evangelism for being 
carried on “outside the church’s life” 
is a reflection on the church, not on 
the Gospel being preached, or on the 
results being obtained. 


Why should not the congregation 
become the “repository of souls saved 
outside it”? Are we to forbid God’s 
servants because they labor in the har- 
vest fields the Church is not touching? 
Our Lord spoke stern words of warn- 





PAGE 11 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / AUGUST 9, 1961 


ing to his overzealous disciples who 
took just that attitude. Does He look 
at things differently today? 


A few months ago one of America’s 
best known church leaders remarked: 
“For some time I was critical of ... 
and his method of evangelism. Then I 
began to study his message and note 
the lasting results of that work and I 
said to myself, . . ., if you are right 
then God is wrong. I decided I had 
better get on God’s side. If . . . comes 
to my city I will back him with every- 
thing I have and do all in my power 
to enlist the full support of my de- 
nomination in that area.” 


One would ask just why if “‘evangel- 
ism must be carried on in the church 
and by the church” some hold back 
from a united church effort in a com- 
munity to that end? Where is the “ecu- 
menicity” so dear to some hearts? If 
a city can enjoy a great united cam- 
paign to make Christ known, what 
kind of “ecumenicity” withdraws to the 
opposite side of the ecclesiastical 
tracks? 


The writer believes our Church is 
missing something because it no long- 
er recognizes the special call of the 
evangelist. The early Church did so 
and prospered. Not all are called to 
be preachers, or teachers, or ministers 
of healing. But some are. So, too, God 
lays His hands on some men endow- 
ing them with the gifts of an evangel- 
ist. To them He gives the power to 
“draw the net.” 


If there were twenty (or fifty) men 
in our Church, called by God to the 
special ministry of the evangelist, men 
filled with the Holy Spirit, it could 
transform our Church in a very short 
time. Blessing would come from a 
recognition of the evangelist as an 
especially called servant of God, and, 
blessings would flow from their min- 
istry. 


Finally, is it true that the only 
place where “Christ presents himself 
to men is in His body, the church”— 
meaning not in Madison Square Gar- 
den? What about our Lords’ preaching 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 2) 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Our lesson material for today includes almost all the references to 
Silas (Silvanus) in the New Testament. Our lesson title describes 
this man as “a trustworthy leader” — an apt description indeed. 
To be chosen for a special mission by the Apostolic Council (Acts 
15:22) and to be chosen by the Apostle Paul as his companion on 
his second missionary journey would seem to be enough evidence 
to prove that Silas had qualities of spiritual leadership. Further- 
more, there is not a single unfavorable reference to this man. 


Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


It will be helpful here to enumerate the most im- 
portant facts regarding Silas. 


1. His Birth. There can be little doubt regarding 
the fact that Silas was a Jew. The evidence in Acts 
15:22 indicates this plainly. 


2. His Name. In Acts this man is always called 


Silas; but elsewhere in the New Testament he is al- 
ways named Silvanus (II Cor. 1:19; I Thess. 1:1; II 
Thess. 1:1; I Pet. 5:12). There can be little question 
regarding the fact that these two names designate the 
same person. It is assumed that Silas was the original 
or Aramaic name and that Silvanus was the adopted or 
Latin name. It was quite common for Jews to have a 
Hebrew or Aramaic name and also a Greek or Latin 
name. 


3. His Citizenship. Acts 16:37 plainly shows that 
Silas, like Paul, was a citizen of the Roman Empire. It 
is not revealed how or when he secured such an en- 
viable distinction. But we can well believe that it was 
a fact that Paul took into consideration when he chose 
him as his missionary companion (Acts 15:40). 


4. His Office. There are four things to be noted 
here: 


a. Silas was undoubtedly an elder in the Jerusalem 
church. He was chosen out of “the apostles and the el- 
ders”; consequently he must have been an elder (Acts 
15:22). 


b. He was a chief man among the brethren (Acts 
15:22). The words translated “chief man” represent 
one word in the Greek a word that means “to be a 
leader; to rule, command; to have power over” (Thay- 
er). Here and in Heb. 13:7,17,24 it designates those 
who have the “rule over” others in the Church; that is, 
the church officers. 


c. He was a prophet (Acts 15:32). There was a class 
of Christian leaders called prophets in the Apostolic 
Church (Acts 13:1; Eph. 4:11). These had the gift of 
prophecy (I Cor. 13:2). Their gift was exercised in ex- 
hortation (Acts 15:32; I Cor. 14:29-37) and in predic- 
tion (Acts 11:27; 21:10f). 


Lesson for August 20, 1961 
SILAS, A TRUSTWORTHY LEADER 


Bible Material: Acts 15:22-41; 16:19. 
40; 17:1-14; 18:5; I Thessalonians 1:1, 
I Peter 5:12 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 





Memory Selection: I Peter 3:14 


d. He was a missionary. Paul selected Silas as his 
companion on his second missionary journey (Acts 15; 
40). Practically all the references to Silas deal with 
him in connection with Paul. These references consti- 
tute the major part of our lesson today. 


Ill. SILAS AS A COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Acts 15:22-41). 


In the passage before us here Silas is set forth as a 
man of outstanding eminence in the church at Jeru- 
salem: Note, in particular, the following: 


1. The Circumstance (15:1-21). These verses are 
not in our lesson, but they should be read in order to 
understand the situation that had arisen in the Apos- 
tolic Church because of the teaching of certain Juda- 
izers who insisted that Christians must keep the Mosaic 
law, including circumcision (15:1,5). The Jerusalem 
Council gathered together to discuss this matter and to 
make some very important decisions. Paul and Barna- 
bas were there; so were Peter, and James who acted as 
the moderator of the Assembly. The issue was decided 
by reference to what God had already done among the 
Gentiles, as rehearsed by Peter and Paul (15:7-12), and 
by reference to the prophetic Word (Amos 9:11f), 
which was quoted by James and applied to the present 
call of the Gentiles (15:18-21). It was necessary, 
therefore, that this decision should be conveyed to 
those Christians who had been influenced by the Juda- 
izers. 


2. The Choice. It was imperative that men of un- 
usual ability and spiritual discernment be sent forth 
as representatives of the General Assembly at Jerusalem 
to churches that had been troubled by the Judaizers. 
Paul, Barnabas, Judas and Silas were appointed on this 
commission by the Assembly (15:22). Silas, as we have 
seen above, had every ability and office necessary for 
this work of instructing other Christians as to the true 
nature of the Gospel age. 


38. The Communication. The Assembly wrote 4 
letter as its official word to the churches about the is 
sue raised by the Judaizers. This letter was to be car 
ried by the four men (including Silas) appointed by 
the Assembly. It was the first official pronouncement 
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issued in the history of the Christian Church, and it 
was perhaps more important and momentous than any 
subsequent one. And it differed from all later pro- 
nouncements in that the body that composed it was 
made up of men upon whom the Holy Spirit had come 
in special inspiration (Peter, Paul, James) . 


4. The Commission. Silas accompanied Paul, Bar- 
nabas and Judas on the mission to Antioch, and there 
he joined them in exhorting those Christians in the 
true nature of their faith (15:30-35). It was perhaps 
at this time that Paul became aware of the unusual 
abilities possessed by Silas. 


5. The Crisis. Shortly after the conflict between 
Christians and Judaizers there arose a conflict within 
the very household of faith: a split between Paul and 
Barnabas over the advisability of taking John Mark 
along with them again (15:36-41). It was at this point 
that Paul selected Silas as his companion for his second 
missionary journey (15:40f). 


IV. SILAS AS A MISSIONARY WITH PAUL. 


The separate aspects of the missionary activity of 
Silas are necessarily intertwined with Paul’s second 
missionary journey: 


1. Silas at Philippi (Acts 16:19-40). Paul and Silas 
share together the following experience: 


a. Man’s binding. Those two men were beaten and 
imprisoned for commercial (v. 19 — “the hope of their 
gains was gone”), racial (v. 20 — “being Jews”), and 
political and religious (v. 21 — “And teach customs, 
which are not lawful for us . . .being Romans”) rea- 
sons. The illegality of such treatment is evidenced by 
these facts: (1) They were beaten and imprisoned be- 
fore they were properly tried and convicted (vv. 226) ; 
(2) They were given no opportunity of defense against 
the wild statements of the mob (v. 23); (3) They were 
imprisoned without trial even though they were Ro- 
man citizens (vv. 23,37) . 


b. God’s unbinding. This part had three aspects. 
The first aspect was supernatural — God’s power over 
nature. There are four things to be noted here: (1) the 
prayer and praise of Paul and Silas reached not only 
the other prisoners but also the very gates of heaven 
(v. 25); (2) the phenomenon of nature (v. 26 — “And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake”) that shook the 
foundations of the jail and set the prisoners free; (3) 
the perturbation of the jailer, who was held personally 
responsible for all the prisoners (vv. 27f); (4) the 
trembling cry to Paul and Silas by the jailer for his 
own salvation (vv. 29f). 


The second aspect of God’s unbinding was spiritual 
— God’s power over an individual. There are three 
things to be noted here: (1) faith — the jailer, being 
told what he must do to be saved, believed on the Lord 
Jesus (vv. 31f); (2) forgiveness — the jailer and his 
household were immediately baptized, thus symbolizing 
the forgiveness of their sins (v. 32; cf. Acts 2:38); (3) 
fellowship and felicity — the joy of true believers whén 
their sins are forgiven and when they are united in 
Christ by one Spirit (v. 34; cf. I Cor. 12:13, Eph. 4:4f) . 


The third aspect of God’s unbinding was sovereign— 
God’s power over the State (16:35-40). Somewhere 
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along the line of history God allowed two things to 
happen which affected this story: (1) the rights of Ro- 
man citizens granted and guaranteed by the Roman 
Emperor; (2) the bestowal of Roman citizenship upon 
Paul and Silas. ‘These men justly used their rights as 
Roman citizens; they also justly required of the Ro- 
man authorities the treatment they deserved as Roman 
citizens. 


2. Silas at Thessalonica and Berea (Acts 17:1-14). 
Paul and Silas share together the treatment they re- 
ceived in these two cities. Note these things: 


a. The preaching (17:1-4). Paul, using the Old 
Testament as his authority, preached to the Jews at 
Thessalonica that Jesus Christ who suffered, died and 
rose again, is the true Messiah (v. 3 — “the Christ;” 
so in the Greek and American Version). This preach- 
ing brought about conviction, and some of the Greeks 
believed and fellowshipped with Paul and Silas (v. 4). 


b. The persecution (17:5-9). Unbelieving Jews 
agitated the new converts and tried to intimidate the 
people by asserting falsely that Paul and Silas were 
radical revolutionists (v. 6) and deluded insurrection- 
ists (v. 7). For a commentary on these charges one 
should read what Paul says in his letter to the church 
at Thessalonica (I Thess. 2:14-16) . 


c. The pursuit (17:10-15). Paul and Silas fled to 
Berea, where they were more nobly entertained; but 
the unbelieving Jews of Thessalonica, hating the very 
names of Paul and Silas, pursued after these men and 
stirred up the people of Berea against them. As a con- 
sequence, Paul departed for Athens; but Silas and 
Timothy (v. 14; cf. 16:1-3) stayed behind. 


3. Silas at Corinth and elsewhere (Acts 18:5; I 
Thess. 1:1; I Peter 5:12). Paul, having departed for 
Athens (Acts 17:15), left orders for Silas and Timothy 
to join him immediately. We know that Timothy re- 
joined Paul at Athens (I Thess. 3:1-10); it is highly 
probable that Silas was with Timothy. Paul sent 
Timothy back to Thessalonica to instruct the Chris- 
tians there further and to know how they stood (I 
Thess. 3:1-3) ; it is not known, however, whether Silas 
was sent back also. It is known of a certainty (II Cor. 
1:19; I Thess. 1:1; II Thess. 1:1) that Silas was with 
Paul in Corinth and there faithfully proclaimed the 
Gospel. There is no further reference to Silas in Paul’s 
Life. One other reference (I Pet. 5:12) indicates that 
he was (later, perhaps) a companion and helper of the 
Apostle Peter. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR AUGUST 20, 1961: ON THE FLIP OF A COIN 
Scripture Reading—Romans 12 
Suggested Hymns— 

“O Worship the King” 

“I Would Be True” 


“So Let Our Lips and Lives Express” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: A 
widely read syndicated columnist wrote an article re- 
cently criticizing those who object to gambling. He 
admitted that some of the activities frequently associ- 
ated with gambling are far from good, but he main- 
tained that there is nothing basically wrong with gamb- 
ling itself. Christians have insisted quite consistently 
that gambling IS wrong in and of itself. It is likely 
that most of us are so accustomed to this view that it 
has never occurred to us to question it. If it were left 
to you to answer the columnist who claims there is 
nothing morally wrong with gambling, what would you 
say? Our speakers will suggest some answers you could 
give. 


FIRST SPEAKER: First, we need to define gambling. 
What is it? It is risking one’s own possessions in the 
hope of making a gain at the expense of others. In the 
business of gambling someone is always bound to lose, 
and usually many lose. Those who win gain possessions 
for which they have not paid anything or for which 
they have not given value received. The gambler hopes 
to gain something which belongs to someone else with- 
out paying for it, the outcome being based on chance. 
Gambling, then, is a way to get something for nothing. 
The gambler who does not win at least hopes to get 
something which he has not earned. Basically this is a 
form of stealing, and that is what is basically wrong 
with it. 


Some people try to justify gambling by saying that 
all of life is a gamble. They claim that the farmer who 
plants a crop and the businessman who makes an in- 
vestment are gamblers. It is true that the farmer and 
the businessman cannot guarantee the success of their 
ventures, but the picture is quite different from gamb- 
ling. The farmer and the businessman are not trying to 
get something for nothing. They are using skill, energy 
and knowledge to gain success. They are working for 
what they expect to gain. Also, no other person must 
suffer loss in order for these men to succeed in their 
ventures. This is the great difference, because the 
gambler’s success demands that someone else lose. 


SECOND SPEAKER: The next evil of gambling 
which we should notice is closely associated with the 
first. Gambling is so habit forming that people often 


Cra 


refer to it as a disease. Millions of Americans are so 
controlled by this habit that they are known as com. 
pulsive gamblers just as alcoholics are compulsive 
drinkers. Professional gamblers feed on these people. 
Now and then habitual gamblers may win a little. 
This encourages them to keep trying for the “one big 
win” which never comes. Compulsive gamblers invari- 
ably spend all they have, making themselves and their 
families destitute. They will readily go into debt, still 
hoping to make it all up with the “one big win.” 
More often than not when we read of an embezzle. 
ment, gambling is behind it. A man embezzles in order 
to pay gambling debts, and then he will gamble more 
recklessly than ever hoping to win enough to cover the 
embezzlement. When a person gets hooked by the 
gambling habit his troubles have just begun. 


THIRD SPEAKER: Another evil associated with 
gambling is dishonesty. The person who gambles is 
not likely to be content to let mere chance determine 
the outcome. The temptation always follows to manip- 
ulate things so the outcome can be more or less con- 
trolled. This is why professional gamblers have been 
bribing college basketball players to “shave points”, 
that is, to play less than their best game. In this way 
the outcome of games can be fixed, and the gambler 
wins because the “game” is now a “sure thing.” This 
kind of dishonesty pervades almost all gambling. It is 
the way that the professional gamblers stay ahead of 
the “suckers” who supply them with their living. Even 
more important is the fact that gambling thus contrib- 
utes to the ruin of many promising young people who 
are not directly involved in the gambling. 


Dishonesty is just one of the sins committed by the 
professionals who want to remove all the element of 
chance from their gambling business. Once a man’s 
character has been damaged by gambling, he is not 


likely to hesitate to stoop to crime and immorality of 
other kinds, if he thinks it will help him to catch up 
his losses. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: Surely none of us wants to 
become a compulsive gambler or to be involved in the 
crimes usually acompanying professional gambling, but 
where do we draw the line? Not long ago a panel of 
prominent churchmen discussed this very point. One 
asked, for an example, if it was wrong to match coins 
for drinks. They decided that it would be carrying 
matters, to an absurd extreme to condemn the match- 
ing of coins as a means to determinine who would pay 
for a soft drink. Were they right? We said gambling 1s 
basically the sin of stealing. Is it right to steal just s0 
we do not steal very much? Does stealing become a sin 

(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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We come now to the last study in this series on what 
it means to be “living in Christ.” The Apostle Paul 
has been talking to the Philippian Christians about 
very practical things and now he offers himself again 
as an illustration of how to get along within the will 
of God. 


The study begins with verse 14, but the preceding 
verses are important for our understanding here, espe- 
cially of what is meant by “every need.” 


In verse 10 Paul writes, “I rejoiced in the Lord great- 
ly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished 
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked op- 
portunity.” Here is the word “careful” used in a good 
sense. (In v. 6 he said, “be careful for nothing,” but 
here he praises them for being careful about him). He 
means, “You were thoughful of me but you lacked re 
portunity. Now that you have helped me, I am glad.” 


In other words, “You have done well by sending 
some money to help me by the hand of Epaphroditus 
who has also made things easier” (here and v. 14). 


Then, (vv. 11-12) “Not that I speak in respect of 
want: for I have learned in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased 
and I know how to abound. .. .” The apostle is say- 
ing, “I have learned how to get along with little and 
how to get along with much.” 


I often think, with reference to this passage, that we 
sometimes know how to get along with little but not 
with much. There are those who seem to lose their 
balance when good fortune comes their way. They just 
seem to do better when they are in trouble. The mo- 
ment things go well they begin to act foolishly. They 
do not know how to abound. 


On the other hand, there are those who get along 
well when they are abounding but who don’t know 
how to be abased. When things don’t go well they are 
troubled. The Apostle says: “I have learned both: how 
to be abased and how to abound.” 


Of course this discussion has to do primarily with 
money. And Paul is testifying that he can get along 
with little money or with much money: “I know from 
experience what it means to be poor and I know what 
itmeans to be rich; what it is to be without and what 
it is to have more than I need.” 


Then: “Everywhere and in all things I am instruct- 
ed...” That is, 1 am guided spiritually by my circum- 
stances: through Christ which strengtheneth me! 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY 
By Manrorp Gero. GutzkeE, D.D., Ph.D. 


LIVING IN CHRIST—September: “My God Shall Supply Every Need” 


Philippians 4:14-23 


That is a tremendous idea! The Christian needs help 
both ways: in abundance and in poverty. And in both 
he can do all things through Christ. 


Nevertheless, “ye have done well that ye did com- 
municate with my afflicton.” In other words, he could 
get along in any circumstance, but it was to the credit 
of the Philippians that they sent him help. Then Paul 
goes on to say why. First he mentions that of all the 
churches they were the only one that supported him: 
even in Thessalonica they sent him gifts of money again 
and again. 


“Not because I desire a gift...” (v. 17). That is to 
say, the Apostle was not bringing up the subject be- 
cause he wanted money from them now, but for another 
reason: he wanted to see in them fruit. 


THE SPIRITUAL VALUE OF GIVING 


Here is something that many Christians need to learn 
more about: it actually will abound to the spiritual ac- 
count of those who contribute to the support and the 
promotion of the Gospel. Giving to the Lord’s work 
is something pleasing to God and spiritually signift- 
cant. 


It makes a difference within one’s own heart when 
one gives. And the difference does not depend on the 
need of the one receiving the gift. Paul was making it 
plain that strictly speaking he had no need. But he 
suggests that there is a special blessing of a profound 
spiritual sort attending the support of the Lord’s work. 
It was to this blessing that he had reference. Epaphro- 
ditus had conveyed the Philippians’ gift and had evi- 
dently remained to be a personal help to Paul. For 
this the Apostle was glad. But mostly he was glad be- 
cause of the blessing that would accrue to the account 
of the Philippians themselves for their concern. 


As we think on this passage I want to say: the mat- 
ter of giving has much to do with a Christian’s morale, 
with successfully “living in Christ.” It is related to the 
way a Christian feels about the Gospel. And it is a 
concrete, substantial way for a Christian to translate 
his devotion to the Lord into substance . . . into reality. 
We have the same thing in human relations. We are 
prompted to translate our devotion for each other into 
gifts. And it does much for our “morale” to express 
our love with a gift sacrificially given. 


The person who gives freely and liberally is spirit- 
ually blessed and the person who gives niggardly is 
spiritually without a blessing. 








MY GOD SHALL SUPPLY ... 


v. 19 — “But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


This is a way of summing the whole matter up. And 
I think that Paul has reference to every need mention- 
ed throughout the letter. The promise applies to phy- 
sical needs and it applies to social needs as well as to 
spiritual needs. “‘According to his riches in glory” He 
will supply. That is a way of saying that there is no 
practical limit to His supply, for the “riches in glory” 
are inexhaustible. 


Notice the next phrase, “by Christ Jesus.” If you 
will go through the letter to the Philippians and no- 
tice each of the promises and the directions you may 
be amazed how often this phrase occurs: “by Christ 
Jesus”, “through Christ Jesus”, “in Christ Jesus”, “of 
Christ Jesus.” Be steadfast in the Lord, the Apostle 
writes. It is a repeated reminder that only in the Lord 
Jesus Christ do we have credit before God. Only in 
Him is the divine account open on our behalf. 


Now this does not mean that we have no responsi- 
bilities. And I can illustrate my thought here out of 
my own experience. I recall that as a young Christian 
I was much impressed with that portion of the Sermon 
on the Mount: “Consider the fowls of the air: for they 
sow not, neither do they reap . . . yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them” (Matt. 6:26). The passage trou- 
bled me, for I was reared in the country and I knew 
how much was involved in sowing and reaping. My 
father was a practical minded man who was inclined 
to follow the precept, “If a man will not work neither 
let him eat.” We all worked .. . hard. 


When I thought on the line, “. . . yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them” I was inclined to think the Scrip- 
ture a bit exaggerated. For as I pictured it the Lord 
Jesus was so much as suggesting that if the birds would 
but sit on a fence God would see that they were fed. 


But that is not how God feeds the birds. When you 
think about it you will be impressed with how much 
birds do to get their food. For one thing they are very 
early risers. To “get up with the chickens” is to sug- 
gest a very early rising. And to “go to bed with the 
chickens” is to suggest an early time for bed. To “con- 
sider the fowls of the air’ will mean going to bed at 
night and getting up in the morning and being busy 
when you are awake. 


The Lord Jesus was not commending inactivity. He 
was commending labor with confident expectation as 
the way to work within the will of God for successful 
living in Christ. The birds go out in the morning con- 
fidently expecting that the insects they seek will be 
there. And the Christian should go out in the morn- 
ing confidently expecting that “my God shall supply 
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all your needs.” As we are diligent in our business ac. 
cording to our understanding of what it means to be 
“living in Christ,” God will guide and overrule and 
make all things work together for good in such a way 
that we will receive what we need. 


SALUTE EVERY SAINT ... 


After bringing the “teaching” part of his letter to a 
close with the benediction in verse 20, the Apostle ex. 
tends his message with a concluding personal note which 
is of interest. “Salute every saint in Christ Jeusus” (y. 
21), he says. That is, speak cordially and friendly to 
every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


As I stop to think on the implications of that in. 
struction it occurs to me that here is a suggestion that 
has a bearing on the way Christians of one Church 
should feel about Christians of other Churches. | 
have never been disposed to think that we would be 
happy or more effective in the Kingdom of God if we 
were all together in one big Church. I have never felt 
that would be good any more than I have felt that hav. 
ing just one finger would be good. As I see it, having 
five fingers is better than one; and two hands are bet- 
ter than one. A variety in the organization and min. 
istry of the Church is a good thing. 


But, all the fingers should work together; and both 
hands belong together. In another place (I Cor. 12) 
Paul takes pains to explain in detail how the members 
of Christ’s body should function together even while 
they have separate responsibilities. And I think the 
principle applies to Churches. The Apostle says, “Sa 
lute all the saints in Christ Jesus.” He does not neces- 
sarily mean, “Move in with them and copy their respon- 
sibilities for your own.” 


Finally: “The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all” (v. 23). In a sense this closing thought 
is a summation of everything that has gone before, and 
the basis on which everything else has meaning. 


The “Grace” of God in the sense used here is the 
gift of God toward us out of His goodness and mercy, 
which we do not deserve and have not earned. God 
actually gives us what we need and that is why it is 
Grace. 


What does He give us? He gives us an inward 
strength to do His will; the power and capacity to walk 
in His way; the inward disposition to live well pleasing 
in His sight. 


The “Grace of God” is not some power at my dis 
posal enabling me to live as J choose; it is not a tt 
source supplied for me to use for me. It is not given 
in order that J might go places and J might do things 
for my profit.. Grace is given in order that God may 
be glorified; that I may be enabled to accomplish His 
will. It is given for service. The Grace of God is much 
like the Holy Spirit of God. He comes to lead us to 
God and then to lead us in God’s way for our lives. 


Throughout this letter the thought has recurred 
again and again: when we are yielded to God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, He will work in us both the will 
and the doing of His good pleasure. Moreover, thert 
is a conscious and intelligent procedure associated with 
this life. There is something voluntary about it. We 
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can be thoughtful about what it means to live in 
Christ. We can be deliberate about it. We can be 
intentional about it. We can determine to act in a 
certain way. There are things to be done (and for 
which we are responsible in the doing) if we are to 
know the full joy of the Lord offered to those who are 
vielded to Him. 
* oo 7 * col 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available on 
tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., P. O. Box 4031, 
Decatur, Georgia. Ask for No. 60-11. (4 lessons on each 
tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 60-11_.$9.00) . 


Next month: The first lesson in the new series on 
the Book of James: “Religion That Is Genuine.” 





YOUTH PROGRAM—trom p. 14 


only when large amounts are involved? It is obviously 
true that not many people will go into debt or under- 
mine the family budget by flipping coins, but how many 
compulsive gamblers do you suppose began their gamb- 


ling careers in this way? It is not likely that they be- 
gan by making large wagers. Most of them grew into 
the habit from small beginnings. Should we not then 
draw the line at the smallest beginning? 


There may be those who will call us narrow-minded 
if we refuse to take part in so-called petty gambling. 
They will complain that we are carrying things to ab- 
surd extremes. But it is not the size of the wager that 
makes gambling wrong. It is wrong in principle. As 
Christians we have a witness to bear. We can bear it 
in part by showing our respect for the property rights 
of others in a refusal to gamble at all. 


Closing Prayer 
* Aa € * a 
Programs to Come: August 27, “Break It Up” (Van- 


dalism) ; September 3, “A Day To Remember” (Sab- 
bath Observance) . 





None but God can satisfy the longings of an immortal 
soul; that as the heart was made for Him, so He alone 
can fill it.—Richard Trench 








$207,898 BIRTHDAY GIFT 
PRESENTED AT MONTREAT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — A check for 
$207,898 was handed to C. Darby 
Fulton, executive secretary of the 
Board of World Missions, here as the 
1961 Birthday Offering of the Wom- 
en of the Church. It was the largest 
amount ever given by the Women of 
the Church at a Montreat presenta- 
tion, and lacked only $2,000 of reach- 
ing an all-time record for the annual 
birthday gift. 


The money will be used to help with 
the production and distribution of 
Christian literature in the Congo, and 
for expansion of the Presbyterian 
Bible School at Hsinchu, Taiwan. 


Women of the Synod of Oklahoma 
ranked highest in per-capita giving 
with 88 cents per person, and women 
from the Synod of Appalachia were 
next with a per-capita giving of 87 
cents. Largest amount given by a 
synod was contributed by the women 
of North Carolina, who gave $30,915. 
The Synod of Texas’ Women of the 
Church were second in total amount 
given, with $28,378. 


It was announced that the 1962 of- 
fering will gé to the Presbyterian 
Guidance Program to increase its ca- 
pacity. The check for the 1961 gift 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


was presented during the Montreat 
Women’s Conference, which registered 
an attendance of approximately 1,000. 





EVANGELISM—from p. 11 


to the shepherdless multitudes? What 
about Peter’s preaching to the unsaved 
at Pentecost, and again a few days la- 
ter? What about Paul’s preaching on 
Mars Hill? . 


This question can best be answered 
by results. If God blesses only that 
preaching which is done within the 
confines of a church building, and under 
the auspices of an ecclesiastical organ- 
ization, then we have our answer. 


On the other hand, if God honors the 
Gospel message when it is preached 
on the street, “in camp meetings, in 
tents with sawdust trails, in Madison 
Square Garden, — in football stadi- 
ums and civic auditoriums,” then the 
obvious conclusion is that it is the 
message of redemption in Christ which 
counts and not primarily the location 
of the preaching or the sponsoring 
body. 


For a churchman, or a Church to re- 
ject the validity of conversion outside 
of a church building, or outside the 
confines of a denomination is unbeliev- 
able. To say, “We accept Him there 
or we do not really accept Him” is to 
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limit the grace of God and stultify ef- 
forts to evangelize the world. 


We believe our Church is face to 
face with a choice—not that friendship. 
personal, visitation and pulpit evangel- 
ism should be neglected, but whether 
we should also recognize the validity 
of and need for mass evangelism on a 
scale never yet dreamed of. One has 
but to study the growth of the Church 
and the growth of cultured paganism 
all around us to realize that something 
drastic is. needed. 


Many years ago a great evangelistic 
meeting was held in the city of Phila- 
delphia. One Presbyterian minister led 
his church into the fullest cooperation 
and thirty years later he told the writ- 
er most of the officers, Sunday school 
teachers and active leaders in his 
church had come to Christ through 
that campaign. 


Furthermore he said that at the 
conclusion of the meeting he happened 
to be visiting in the study of a fellow 
minister, also a Presbyterian. As he 
got up to leave he noticed a large num- 
ber of cards pushed back on the top 
of a bookcase. On inquiry he was told 
these were cards sent to him from that 
evangelistic campaign. “But”, he said, 
“T do not approve of that kind of evan- 
gelism and have paid no attention to 
those cards.” 
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Little wonder that other congrega- 
tion shrivelled up. Little wonder the 
minister himself received no blessing. 


Mass evangelism does have a very 
definite place in the Christian world. 
We neglect it to our own loss and to 
the loss of countless thousands of the 
unreached. —L. N. B. 





FOR SALE: 175 copies of “The Pres- 
byterian Hymnal,” (blue edition) 
excellent condition. 50c per copy. 
Write: Woodlawn Presbyterian 
Church, Boston and _ Blackstone 
Streets, Hopewell, Virginia. 





IS A PLEASURE 


with this remarkable new 
system! 


BAKER'S TEXTUAL 
AND TOPICAL 
FILING SYSTEM 


prepared by NEAL PUNT 


THE EASIEST SYSTEM IN THE 
WORLD TO UNDERSTAND 
AND USE! 
© Requires Much Less Time than Other Filing 
Systems. 

© Comprehensive, Workable, and Complete. 

© Much Less Expensive. 

¢ Indefinitely Expandable, for a Lifetime of 


Use. 

© Beautifully Printed and Bound, in Gift Box. 
“This system is the answer to my twenty 
year search for a practical, simple, work- 
able plan to organize my material. I have 
examined many systems, but never found 
one that I liked.” 

H. W. Wotcort, Escondido, Calif. 


ORDER NOW — SAVE $4.00! 


$19.95. After 1961, $23.95 


Order on approval for 10 days! Full refund 
or credit if not satisfied. 
SBeeeaeaeeeeesees 


(0 Please send _..... copies of BAKER’S 
TEXTUAL AND TOPICAL FILING SYSTEM. |! 


understand book is returnable within 10 days 4 


if | am not completely satisfied. 


City-State. ‘ 
@ CO Please send FREE descriptive booklet. 
At All Booksellers, or 


* 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE * Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Children's Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 
9. The Furniture of the Tabernacle. 


DO YOU KNOW—Who is pictured in the Tabernacle? 

LOOK UP in your Bible: Hebrews 9:11,12,24. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Who is pictured in 
the Tabernacle? 


THING TO REMEMBER: The whole Bible tells us about the 
Lord Jesus. Luke 24:27. 


¢$ &£+ & & 


THE TABERNACLE FURNITURE. 


THE BRAZEN ALTAR. Exodus 38:1; Hebrews 10:12; 
I John 1:7. The first piece of furniture to be found in the court 
of the Tabernacle was the of burnt-offering. 
The sacrifices were offered here. Christ gave Himself, on 
the Cross, one sacrifice for _. __ _— -— for ever. The 

of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. 


THE LAVER. Exodus 30:18-19; John 15:3. The priests washed 

of gold, which pointed to Christ, Who 

said, “Now ye are through the word I have 
unto you.” 


THE TABLE AND THE CANDLESTICK. Exodus 25:23,30, 
31,37; John 6: 35; 8:12. The table stood within the Holy 
Place. The people “set upon the table 
before God. The table pictures Christ as the __ __ __ __ — 
of life. 

The candlestick was made of pure __ __ __ — and had 
lamps, picturing Christ as the light of the 


THE ALTAR OF INCENSE. Exodus 30:1,5,7-8; Psalm 141: 2; 

John 14:13. The altar in the Holy Place was used to burn 

This represents prayer. Our prayers 

rise to God through His Son, Jesus Christ, in Whose — — — — 
we pray. 

THE ARK WAS MOST SACRED. Exodus 25:10-16; 17-22; 
Hebrews 9:4. The Ark was the only piece of furniture in the 
Holy of Holies. It contained a golden __ __ __, a __ — — 
that budded, and the of the Covenant. 
God said, “There will I _. __ __ __ with thee . . . between 
the cherubims.”” Cherubims stand for God's holiness. 


¢-$ $+ & 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Does the Bible mention 
butter? Look up Genesis 18:8. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, California) 
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ELECTION—from p. 6 


God puts us in our environments and 
gives us our natures, thereby assur- 
ing that we make the correct choices; 
and we do make the correct choices, 
always because’ we want to. 


A man may carry a bowl of gold 
fish wherever he pleases, yet the fish 
feels perfectly free and moves unre- 
strainedly within the bowl. God is not 
only the creator of the hearts of men 
in the first instance and knows them 
altogether, but He also fashions the 
hearts of all in all the changing cir- 
cumstances of life, keeping the hearts 
of all men in His hands, turning them 
whithersoever He will (Prov. 21), so 
that it is even said that man knows 
what is in his own mind only as the 
Lord reveals it to him. (Amos 4:13). 


This doctrine of Election is not a 
cold, barren theory but a warm and 
living truth. The Christian who has 
it in his heart knows that he is fol- 
lowing a heaven directed course, that 
it is a course foreordained for him 
personally, and that it is a good 
course. In the midst of trouble and 
adversity, he confidently looks to the 
future, for he knows that his eternal 
destiny is fixed and forever blessed 
and that nothing can rob him of this 
priceless treasure. The sense of se- 
curity which this doctrine gives to the 
struggling Christian results from the 
assurance that he is not committed to 
his own power, or rather weakness, 
but into the sure hands of the Al- 
mighty Father — that over him is a 
banner of love and underneath are 
the everlasting arms. 





God helps us seek popularity where 
it counts—at the court of God.—Zepp. 





will live 
Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





‘LAST THINGS’—tfrom p. 8 new, Christ now their center, His 
power is still at work making men diff- honor their motive. A God who can do 
erent, bringing them out of spiritual that both can and will raise the body. 
death into spiritual life. avrar @¥ee2 

Do you know this? Do you realize 
that Christianity is not just a pious 
routine? Do you find that worship is 
more than going through a set of 
forms? Have you actually met the God 
of power? Do you know the serene McGUFFEY’S READERS 
strength of His forgiveness? Do you a — 
have a continuing experience of His the original 1879 revised editions of the 
presence, your help in trouble? These  {up0i* McGuffey's Readers have been com. 
are the grandest wonders of all—when copies at the ee 5 eee 
the God of power comes into sinful, nd Reader . 
selfish, heedless lives and makes them Read =~ 


EVERYONE 
BENEFITS oo + TEACHERS 
WHEN ~ Ny + PUPILS 
STANDARD aN >»- 
LESSON 


LITERATURE ReZoIes — 


COMPARE! 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 








e NURSERY .. . Picture cards and pictures to color for the pupil. 


e PRESCHOOL... 24-page activity book for each quarter plus “four and 
five” take-home paper. 


© PRIMARY ... Activity book for each quarter and “Sunday Story Time” 
take-home paper. 


@ JUNIOR ...Pupil’s class book for each quarter plus “Junior Life” take- 
home story paper. 


© YOUTH ... Digest-size Bible student quarterly and “Straight” the weekly 
magazine for all teen-agers. 


© ADVANCED YOUTH... Quarterly lesson books with scripture references. 


e@ ADULT... Adult Bible class quarterly lesson books and service leaflet 
for every Sunday. 


FOR TEACHERS .. . Concise, helpful manuals for all age groups, plus an 
educational assortment of visual aids adapted to specific 
levels. 

The finest, always true-to-the-Bible lessons interest and capacities in every age group, 
are taught from Standard literature. Lesson nursery through adult. 


subject and recommended teaching methods Standard lessons are planned for every 
and materials are adapted to the pupil’s Bible school, large or small. 


FREE Send for free samples or digest. Specify age group for actual 
@ samples of Uniform lessons or digest of all Graded lessons. 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


§ U Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
PJ-861 
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MINISTERS 


Ben H. Bateman from Pine Bluff, 
Ark., to the Cleburne Ave. church, 
West Helena, Ark. 

E. H. Denman, Sr., from Stamps, 
Ark., to the Paris and Charleston 
churches, Paris, Ark. 

Taft A. Franklin from Bluff City, 
Tenn., to the Mt. Carmel church, 
Rose Hill, Va. 

John Robert Goodson from Birm- 
ingham, Ala., to Norwalk, Calif., 
to do graduate work. 

William Frederick Henning, Jr., 
from Fort Worth, Texas, to the 
Community church, Yosemite Na- 
tional Park, Calif. 


John D. Page, Jr., from Portsmouth, 
Va., to Burnt and Sunnyside 
churches, Winchester, Va. 

Geo. Hoffman Smith, East Point, 
Ga., has assumed his duties as As- 
sociate Secretary of Atlanta Pres- 
bytery. 

S. Hugh Bradley has _ resigned 
from the staff of the Board of 
World Missions in order to accept 
the professorship of Bible at King 
College, Bristol, Tenn. 

Fred W. Hoffman, H.R., from 
Fountain City, Tenn., to 2889 San 
Pasqual St., Pasadena, Calif. 


Paul Hoffman was dismissed from 
the Inskip Church of Knoxville, 
Tenn., instead of Cleveland, Tenn., 
to the UPUSA Church of Lemon- 
cove, Calif., as previously reported. 
C. D. Brearley from Myrtle Beach, 
S. C., to the Bethune church, Be- 
thune, S. C. 

Walter W. White from Onanacock, 
Va., to the Summersville church, 
W. Va. 

Gwilym P. Jones has moved from 
Auckland, New Zealand, to be pas- 
tor of the Tygart’s Valley and Mill 
Creek churches, Huttonsville, W. 
Va. 

W. E. West (H.R.) from Moores- 
ville, N. C., to Aurora, N. C. 

C. E. McLean from Dillon, S. C., 
to Laurinburg, N. C. 


George R. Stuart, Jr., from Deca- 
tur, Ga., to Nashville, Tenn. 


Benjamin L. Eller, Jr., from Green- 
ville, S. C., to Sumter, S. C. 
Woodson P. Booth from Sanford, 
N. C., to the Parkton church, Park- 
ton, N. C. 


James W. Colvert from Clarksville, 
Indiana, to Tallahassee, Fla. 
Maynard C. Woltz from Belle, W. 
Va., to Clothier, W. Va. 

A. B. Gallaspy from Birmingham, 
Ala., to the Handsboro, Mississippi, 
church. 

Conway T. Wharton, Jr., Houston, 
Texas, will become minister of the 
Covenant church, Corpus Christi, 
Texas, Sept. 1. 


F. Clay Doyle from Columbus, Ga,,. 
to St. Andrew’s church, Tucker, 
Ga. 

Flynn V. Long has resigned as ex- 
ecutive secretary of Central Texas 
Prebytery, Ft. Worth, to become 
effective on or before Dec. 1. 


Arthur H. Williams from Star City, 
Ark., to the First church, Craigs- 
ville, Va. 

James Wagner who recently com- 
pleted graduate study at the Uni- 
versity of Basel, has been ordained 
and installed as pastor of the Zach- 
ary, La., church. 


Robert P. Richardson, Vice-Presi- 
dent of Southwestern at Memphis, 
is to become minister of adminis- 
tration in the First Church, Pine 
Bluff, Ark., Sept. 1. 


DEATHS 


James Erwin Dendy, father of Dr. 
H. B. Dendy, died in Hartwell, Ga., 
July 18. 

Chester Alexander died of a heart 
attack Sunday, July 16, after he 
had conducted a second Commun- 
ion service in the First church of 
Burlington, N. C., of which he had 
been pastor since 1942. He had 
just greeted the people as they left 
the sanctuary. 





LETTERS 


QUESTIONS BIBLICAL 
LITERALISM 


Let me tell you as honestly as I can 
what the Journal means to me: I ap- 
preciate its vigorous style and gener- 
ally careful and comprehensive report- 
ing. For me the Journal provides (in 
part) a voice of honorable opposition 
and corrective to what, generally, are 
my convictions. 


I believe that all men are partially 
blind. All men tend to champion some 
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aspects of Christian faith and practice 
while neglecting others. Ideally, an 
obedient Christian could see the Faith 
and see it whole. But this is both a 
rare gift and a difficult achieve. 
ment. ... 


Sometimes my differences with you 
are differences of emphasis; sometimes 
they are more fundamental. I will fuss 
at you at one point, at least. Do you 
not obscure the fact that many Chris. 
tians are sincerely struggling with the 
problem of the authority of Scripture 
and the whole area of Biblical inter. 
pretation? 


A reading of the Journal (and kin- 
dred publications) suggests, though 
not unqualifiedly, that the Christian 
who does not accept the verbal inspira- 
tion or literal inerrancy of Scripture 
is less sincere, less a man of integrity, 
and certainly less a Christian than the 
literalist. This is generally conveyed 
more implicitly than explicitly. 


A non-literalist may be guilty on all 
three points. But please tell your 
readers that a rather considerable 
number of Biblical but non-literalist 
Christians are Christian men of integ- 
rity and sincere. Let them know 
something of the travail of the neo- 
reformation man; a travail which is 
not likely to lead many to literalism. 
. . . Some folks could not under any 
conditions accept Genesis as a scien- 
tific treatise. They could accept it as 
profound religious truth... . 


—Rodney B. Peacock (UPUSA) 
Austin, Texas 


We have never consciously impugn- 
ed the motives or sincerity of any man 
earnestly struggling with the problem 
of authority. We would distinguish be- 
tween “literalism’ and “authority.” 
Not everything in the Bible is to be 
taken literally (Vision of Christ in the 
Revelation with a sword between His 


teeth) — everything in the Bible is 
to be taken with the authority 
of the Word of God Himself, and 


without any error respecting faith and 
practice. One may build elaborately 
on a more subjective view. But one 
does not build substantially or cer- 
tainly.— Ed. 





HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS WANT- 
ED — We are in need of teachers 
for mathematics, English and Sci- 
ence. Meals in school dining hall 
and living quarters furnished. Con- 
tact Mr. Sam C. Patterson, Pres. 
French Camp Academy, French 
Camp, Miss. 





